Course Syllabus:
the chapter review during class and it will serve as 25% of your test grade. 5. This class will rely heavily upon lab exercises. A lab form will be provided and will due at the end of the lab experiment.
Virginia High School Grading Scale 96%-100% A 93%-95%
A-90%-92% B+ 87%-89% B 84%-86% B-81%-83% C+ 78%-80% C 75%-77% C-72%-74% D+ 69%-71% D 68% and Below F
Evaluation
Each of the activities in this course have been chosen with the aim of generating discussion, application, creativeness, and academic discipline.
Quarter grades will be determined by the following:
• Chapter Tests 50%
o Chapter tests will be given once per month and you are expected to prepare for the exams. Tests will cover all materials given in class through lecture, readings, activities, group work, and lab exercises.
• Chapter Notes and Notebook 20%
o Chapter notes, handouts, and lab materials will be checked each week after Friday quizzes. All materials are to be organized in your notebook with tabs in the following order:
 Chapter number or name  Chapter notes  Lab exercises  Chapter handouts  Chapter activities  Quizzes
• Lab 15%
o Labs will consist of computer, elementary classroom teaching, record keeping, and simulation problems.
• Homework 15%
o The majority of your homework will be completed in class or in group settings. The exception to this will be individual or group projects.
Expectations for Written Assignments
All written assignments for this class must be typed, double-spaced, and use 1-1.25 inch margins all around and 10-12 point font (the one exception is your final one page handout which can be single spaced). You do not need a cover page; simply make sure at least your name and the title of the paper or assignment are on the first page. In general, the following criteria apply for each assignment. More specific detail will be given in class.
A level work is clearly outstanding and reflects substantial effort. All aspects of the assignment are responded to in a cogent, organized and cohesive manner. Well-chosen, supportive examples and persuasive reasoning are utilized. There is an introduction, conclusion, and transition between sections. The mechanics of the paper are excellentthere are very few grammatical or spelling errors. The paper is handed in on time.
B level work is of high quality. Most of the aspects of the assignment are covered in an adequate and organized manner. Supportive examples are given and arguments are organized and sensible. There is a clear structure to the paper. The mechanics of the paper are goodthere are some minor grammatical and/or spelling errors, but these do not detract substantially from the content of the paper. The paper is handed in on time, unless an extension is granted.
C level work and below is unsatisfactory. The main aspects of the assignment are not addressed, and the paper shows serious weaknesses. Examples are not offered or developed. The paper lacks a clear organizational structure. The mechanics of the paper are poor.
There are a number of grammatical and/or spelling errors. The paper may be late.
Suggestions for written work
• Outline your assignments before writing them, particularly the final reflective letter. Make sure you offer specific points and clear arguments in support of those points.
• Proofread all work before you hand it in. If you are not a good proofreader, have a friend proofread your papers also. Make sure your argument is clear and examples are provided. Watch out for abrupt transitions, run-on sentences, and sentence fragments.
• Use spell and grammar check.
Plagiarism
The most common form of plagiarism has been taking material from the Internet and handing it in as your own. You are plagiarizing if:
• You use another person's words, expressions or ideas in your writing without directly citing them by using quotation marks and including an appropriate reference.
• You significantly paraphrase an author's argument (e.g., through rearranging words, or changing only some of the words) without providing an appropriate reference.
• You hand in work that someone else wrote.
Papers for this class require you to do outside research (although you certainly welcome to do so. You simply must put the last name of the author and the page number in parentheses at the end of a quote or a paraphrased passage. 
PURPOSE
Science is a hands-on laboratory class. You will be doing many laboratory activities which require the use of hazardous chemicals. Safety in the science classroom is the #1 priority for students, teachers, and parents. To ensure a safe science classroom, a list of rules has been developed and provided to you in this student safety contract. These rules must be followed at all times. Two copies of the contract are provided. One copy must be signed by both you and a parent or guardian before you can participate in the laboratory. The second copy is to be kept in your science notebook as a constant reminder of the safety rules. 
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